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1 . SUMMARY: REF REPORTED CIRCULATION IN SPRING 1978 OF A 
POLITICAL TRACT WHICH ATTACKED THE RULING AL-SABAH FAMILY, IN 
PARTICULAR THE AMIR. WE HAVE RECENTLY COME INTO 
POSSESSION OF ANOTHER TRACT WHICH, THIS TIME, CONCENTRATES ON 
ATTACKING THE FULING FAMILY AND GOVERNMENT FOR EARLIER 
EXPROPRIATION FROM OTHER KUWAITIS OF REAL ESTATE NOW WORTH 
A FORTUNE. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN ESSENCE, THE WRITER TRIES TO MAKE THE CASE THAT 

KUWAITI SEAMEN, OIL COMPANY OWRKERS AND GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 
WERE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF WHEN THE GOK EXPROPRIATED THEIR 
PROPERTIES IN THE PAST AT THE COMPARATIVELY LOW PRICES 
WHICH PREVAILED AT THE TIME. HE SAYS, AND IS UNDOUBTEDLY 
CORRECT, THAT THE EXPROPRIATED LAND IS NOW INVALUABLE. 

3. THE WRITER DENIGRATES THE RULING FAMILY WHICH HE 
CLAIMS, IN THE EARLY DAYS, LIVED OFF A SMALL SHARE OF 
INCOME ALLOTTED TO THEM FROM THE SALE OF LOCAL PEARLS. 

THE COMMENCEMENT OF OIL INCOME AFTER WORLD WAR II CHANGED 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KUWAIT 04653 220838Z 

THIS SITUATION, AND ALLOWED THE GOVERNMENT TO PURCHASE 
FROM ITS CITIZENS LARGE AREAS OF LAND WHICH HAVE 
MULTIPLIED IN VALUE. HE CONCLUDES BY CHARGING THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT BENEFITTED IN A 'CROOKED WAY" AT THE EXPENSE 
OF ITS CITIZENS. 

4. THIS PARTICULAR DOCUMENT WAS SIGNED BY "THE NUCLEUS 
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OF DEMOCARTIC PARTY FOUNDERS.' 1 THOUGH BY NO MEANS CERTAIN, 
THE WRITER MAY BE TRYING TO CLAIM IDENTIFICATION WITH 
AN EMBRYONIC GROUP OF DEMOCRATIC LIBERALS WHO WERE 
CONSIDERING ORGANIZING A POLITICAL PARTY IN 1974. THAT 
GROUP WAS HEADED BY DR. ABDULLAH AL-NAFISI, THEN A 
PROFESSOR AT KUWAIT UNIVERSITY. AT PRESENT, NAFISI HAS 
LOST HIS POSITION AS CHAIRMAN OF THE POLITICAL SCIENCE 
DEPARTMENT AT KUWAIT UNIVERSITY. HE HAS JUST PUBLISHED 
A BOOK IN LONDON CALLED "KUWAIT: THE OTHER FACE" WHICH 
IS PURPORTEDLY CRITICAL OF THE GOK, AND WHICH IS BANNED 
IN KUWAIT. 

5. THE TRACT, SUPPLIED BY A LOCAL JOURNALIST TO THE 
PAO, IS IN ARABIC, UNDATED, AND SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN 
DISTRIBUTED CHIEFLY TO LOCAL NEWSPAPER EDITORS. IT HAS 
NOT BEEN PRINTED IN THE LOCAL PRESS, NOR HAS THE EMBASSY 
HEARD OF ITS EXISTENCE FROM ANY OTHER SOURCES. THE 
LOCAL JOURNALIST OBSERVED THAT THIS TRACT, UNLIKE 
PREVIOUS ATTACKS ON THE RULING FAMILY, IS POORLY 
WRITTEN - PERHAPS PURPOSELY SO. IT IS SAID TO HAVE 
APPEARED SOON AFTER THE AMIR MADE A PUBLICIZED VISIT TO 
THE "OLD SEAMEN" OF KUWAIT. 

6. COMMENT: THE TRACT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY 
SOMEONE WHO FEELS HE HAS NOT GOTTEN HIS FAIR SHARE OF 
KUWIAIT S BURGEONING REAL ESTATE PRICES. IT LACKS ANY 
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TYPE OF POLITICAL IDEOLOGY, AND BEARS NO STYLISTIC 
SIMILARITY TO THE REFERENCED DOCUMENT, WHICH WAS ISSUED 
BY AN UNKNOWN GROUP CALLING ITSELF THE "DEMOCRATIC 
NATIONAL YOUTH." THAT EARLIER DOCUMENT IS A MUCH 
BETTER WRITTEN, MORE COGENT ATTACK ON THE AMIR AND CALLS 
FOR A RECONVENING OF THE KUWAITI NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 
MAESTRONE 
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